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Coral Reef Ecosystems 

The seven U.S. coral reef jurisdictions of the 
AIC are home to much of our nation’s shallow-
water tropical coral reefs. Coral reefs are 
critically important to the jurisdictions and 
Freely Associated States. These corals provide 
economic, social, and ecological services to 
millions of people as valuable areas of natural 
beauty, cultural significance, sources of food, 
jobs and revenues, recreation and tourism, 
shoreline protection, and much more. 

The AIC 
The AIC is the combined voice of the coral reef 
jurisdictions of the U.S. and Freely Associated States. 

 

The Committee was established to create a strong 
jurisdiction voice in the federal process to conserve 
coral reefs as well as a way to increase jurisdiction 
communications to share common experiences, 
successes, and failures. 

The islands and the AIC are an integral part of the history of coral 
reef conservation in the U.S. and helped to create much of what 
guides coral reef conservation today.  
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This situation challenges us to work together more effectively towards resource-

focused outcomes and make wise use of limited resources, being more effective with what 
we have. It is with this intent that the AIC has set its priorities. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Current Priorities (2016) 
Integrated Partnership Building with NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program 
The AIC has high regard for our partnership with the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation 
Program (CRCP) and we know an effective partnership as critical for our reefs’ future. We 
believe that jurisdiction and federal managers have unique and essential expertise and 
authorities that could be more effectively coordinated. In that spirit, the AIC reached out 
(2015) to CRCP to begin an effort to find opportunities within our respective processes for 
strengthened integration towards resource outcomes.  
 

National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program 
This successful program directly builds coral reef management capacity at the local level. 
Thanks to support from NOAA, DOI Office of Insular Affairs, and the jurisdictions, this 
program was renewed and a new class of fellows has begun their work in the jurisdictions 
— but only for the next 2 years. The AIC hopes to work with the federal agency members 
of the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force towards a goal of building an institutionalized program 
with a sustained source of funding.     

 

“U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Strategy” 
We believe that a document (U.S. All Islands Coral Reef Strategy) that captures local coral 
reef management priorities, led by jurisdictions and developed with input from partners, is 
critical to making a positive difference for our coral reefs. We are discussing this new 
document with the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force and member agencies and hope that they 
will support this effort. 

AIC Overarching Priorities 
 Achievable and shared resource-focused outcomes; and 
 Integrated and strengthened federal-jurisdiction partnerships. 
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